
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ALASKA 
BYLAWS 

As amended March 2008 
 
 
The League of Women Voters of Alaska was originally incorporated February 1, 1968, amended 
February 26, 1975 and re-incorporated December 17, 1998.  These bylaws include amendments adopted 
from time to time through the years with the latest amendments having been adopted at the League of 
Women Voters of Alaska State convention held on March 30, 2008. 
 

ARTICLE I 
Name 

 
Section 1. Name.  The name of this organization shall be the League of Women Voters of Alaska.  The 
League of Women Voters of Alaska is an integral part of the League of Women Voters of the United 
States. 
 

ARTICLE II 
Purposes and Policy 

 
Section 1. Purposes.  The purposes of the League of Women Voters of Alaska are to promote political 
responsibility through informed and active participation in government and to act on selected 
governmental issues. 
 
Section 2. Policy.  The League of Women Voters of Alaska shall not support or oppose any political 
party or candidate. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Membership 

 
Section 1. Eligibility.  Any person who subscribes to the purposes and policy of the League shall be 
eligible for membership. 
 
Section 2. Types of Membership.   
 

a. Voting Member.  Citizens at least 18 years of age residing within Alaska who join the League 
of Women Voters shall be voting members of local Leagues or state members-at-large, of the 
LWVAK and of the LWVUS. 

 
(1) Local League Members.  Members who live within an area of a local League may join that 

League. 
 

(2) Members-at-Large.  Members who reside outside the area of any local League, and who 
have not joined a nearby local League, shall be state members-at-large of the LWVAK. 

 
(3) Honorary Member.  Those who have been members of the League for 50 years or more 

shall be honorary life members excused from the payment of dues. 
 
(4) b. Associate Members.  Associate members shall be all others who join the League. 
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ARTICLE IV 
Terminology Used in These Bylaws 

 
Section 1. Terminology.  In the interest of clarity, uniformity and reducing redundancy, the following 
terminology is used throughout these bylaws: 
 

a. LWVAK.  League of Women Voters of Alaska. 
b. LWVUS.  League of Women Voters of the United States. 
c. State Board.  League of Women Voters of Alaska Board of Directors. 
d. National Board.  League of Women Voters of the United States Board of Directors. 
e. MAL Unit.  Members-at-Large unit. 

 
ARTICLE V 

Recognition and Withdrawal of Recognition of Local Leagues and Members-at-Large Units 
 
Section 1. Local Leagues. 
 

a. Local Leagues are those Leagues that have been recognized by the LWVAK and the LWVUS. 
 

b. The state board shall recommend to the national board that the LWVUS recognize as a local 
League any group of League members in a community within the state of Alaska that has 
fulfilled the requirements of the LWVAK and those adopted by the national convention. 

 
c. The State board may recommend to the national board that the LWVUS withdraw recognition of 

a local League for recurrent failure to fulfill recognition requirements. 
 
Section 2. Members-at-Large Units. 
 

a. The state board may establish members-at-large units in the State of Alaska in which the 
establishment of a recognized local League is not feasible. MAL units shall operate within the 
guidelines and limitations established by the LWVAK and LWVUS. 

 
b. The state board may withdraw approval of a MAL unit for recurrent failure to adhere to 

guidelines or to operate within the limitations established by the LWVAK and LWVUS. 
 
Section 3. Investigation, Hearing and Distribution of Funds.  Recognition, endorsement or approval 
may be withdrawn only upon full investigation and after the local League involved has had an opportunity 
to be heard by a committee of the state board and national board.  Upon withdrawal of recognition, 
endorsement, or approval of a local League, all funds shall be paid to the LWVAK.  All liabilities shall be 
discharged prior to distribution of funds. 

 
ARTICLE VI 

Powers, Duties, Responsibilities of Officers, Directors and Committees 
 

Section 1. Powers, Duties and Responsibilities.  The powers, duties and responsibilities of officers, 
directors and committees of the LWVAK are minimally specified in these bylaws.  They are more fully 
specified and defined in the job descriptions for each of the officers, directors and committees of the 
LWVAK. 
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ARTICLE VII 
Officers 

 
Section 1. Enumeration, Qualifications, Election and Term.  The officers of the LWVAK shall be 
president, vice-president, immediate past-president, secretary, and treasurer.  Two individuals may share 
the same position.  Officers shall be voting members of the LWVAK.  The president, vice-president, and 
immediate past president shall be elected for a term of one year.  The secretary and treasurer shall be 
elected for a term of two years with the secretary being elected in even years and the treasurer being 
elected in odd years.  They shall be elected by the LWVAK convention and shall hold office for their 
respective terms or until their successors have been elected. 
 
Section 2. The President.  The president shall have such powers of supervision and 
management as customarily pertain to the office; shall preside at all meetings of the organization 
and the state board or designate another person to do so; shall be, ex-officio, a member of all 
committees except the nominating committee; may sign or endorse checks and other instruments 
in the absence of the treasurer; and shall perform such other duties as the state board may direct.  
When necessary, the president may appoint a committee of state board members to advise the 
president on specific matters.  The vice-president shall assume the duties of the president in the event 
the president is unable to serve.  If the vice-president is unable to serve as president, the board shall fill 
the vacancy from among the elected directors. 
 
Section 3. The Vice President.  The vice-president shall perform such duties as the president and the 
state board shall direct. 
 
Section 4. The Immediate Past-President.  The immediate past president shall serve as consultant and 
trainer to the LWVAK president and board regarding League policy and procedure.  The immediate past 
president may also hold another position on the LWVAK board. 
 
Section 5. The Secretary.  The secretary shall perform such duties as customarily pertain to the office; 
shall keep minutes of the LWVAK conventions and meetings of the state board; shall sign, with the 
president, all contracts and other instruments when authorized by the state board; and shall perform other 
duties as the president and state board may direct. 
 
Section 6. The Treasurer.  The Treasurer shall perform such duties as customarily pertain to the 
office; shall be custodian of all funds of the LWVAK; shall deposit such funds in a bank designated by 
the state board; shall make disbursements as necessary upon the authorization of the state board; shall 
report at each regular state board meeting the current balance of funds and all receipts and expenditures 
for the preceding period; shall present a financial report of receipts and expenditures to a regular 
convention of the LWVAK; and shall perform such other duties as the president and state board may 
direct.  The treasurer shall be an ex-officio member of the budget committee and the in-house audit 
committee. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
Board of Directors 

 
Section 1. Selection, Qualifications and Term.  The board of directors shall consist of the officers of 
the LWVAK, four directors elected by the convention, and not more than two directors appointed by the 
elected members of the state board.  All directors shall be voting members of the LWVAK.  Two 
directors shall be elected in even years and two in odd years.  Elected directors shall hold office for a term 
of two years or until their successors have been elected and qualified.  The term of office of the appointed 
directors shall expire at the end of the next convention.  Vacancies, other than the presidency, may be 
filled by vote of the remaining members of the state board. 
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Section 2. Resignation, Removal and Conflict of Interest.  
 

a. Resignation and Removal.  If a board members is absent for three consecutive board meetings 
without a valid reason as determined by the board, it shall constitute a resignation.  The state 
board may remove a member for cause as determined by the state board upon a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote.  Failure to observe the conflict of interest procedures outlined in sub-section (b) of this 
section will result in the resignation or removal of the board member. 

 
b. Conflict of Interest.  A conflict of interest is not cause for the resignation of a board member if 

the facts of the activity have been disclosed to the state board and the state board approves the 
member’s activity and votes that the activity is not contrary to the interests of League. 

 
Section 3. Powers and Responsibilities.  The state board shall manage and supervise the business, 
affairs and activities of the LWVAK subject to the instructions of the convention, and shall plan and direct 
the work necessary to carry out the program of the LWVAK as adopted by the convention.  It shall have 
the power to create either standing or ad hoc committees as it deems necessary.  The state board is 
responsible for the financial development of the LWVAK requisite to further the work of the League as a 
whole, and the organization and development of local Leagues and MAL units within the state of Alaska.  
It shall perform such other duties and matters as are specified in these bylaws and as the national board 
may from time to time delegate to it. 
 
Section 4. Executive Committee.  The state board may appoint an executive committee consisting of 
no fewer than three members of the board.  The president may appoint two additional members of the 
board to serve on the executive committee.  The executive committee shall exercise such power and 
duties of the state board when immediate action is necessary and a meeting of the full state board is not 
feasible.  The executive committee shall report to the state board on all actions taken by it between 
regular meetings of the state board. 

 
Section 5 Regular Meetings.  There shall be at least four regular meetings of the state board annually 
to be held at such date, time, place and method as the state board may determine.  Members of the state 
board shall be notified of all regular meetings at least ten days before any such meeting, giving the time 
and place of the meeting and the method by which the meeting will be held. 
 
Section 6. Special Meetings.  The president may call special meetings of the state board, and shall call 
a special meeting upon the request of three members of the state board.  Members of the state board shall 
be notified of the date, time, place and purpose of a special meeting, and the method by which it will be 
held, at least 24 hours prior to a special meeting. 
 
Section 7. Quorum.  A majority of the state board shall constitute a quorum at regular and special state 
board meetings. 
 
Section 8. Open Meetings.  All meetings of the state board shall be open to League members.  Non-
board members shall have the privilege of the floor but may not vote. 
 

ARTICLE IX 
Financial Administration 

 
Section 1. Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the LWVAK shall commence on the first day of April of 
each year. 
 
Section 2. Financial Support.  Financial responsibility for the work of the LWVAK shall be assumed 
as follows: 
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a. Local Leagues.  Each local League shall make an annual per member payment to the LWVAK 

in an amount to be determined by the convention. 
 
b. Members-at-Large.  Members-at-large shall make an annual payment of dues as determined by 

the convention directly to the LWVAK.  The LWVAK shall make a per member payment to the 
LWVUS for members-at-large. 

 
c. Joint household.  When two or more members reside at the same address in a common 

household, the payment determined by the LWVAK convention shall be made for the first 
member, and a payment equal to one half the per member payment shall be paid for each 
additional member. 

 
d. Student Member.  When a member is an undergraduate or post-graduate student enrolled at 

least half-time at an accredited institution, the annual per member payment to the LWVAK shall 
be in an amount to be determined by the convention. 

 
Section 3. Budget Committee.  A proposed budget shall be prepared by a committee appointed by the 
state board for that purpose, and shall be submitted to the state board in time for review and approval 
before submission to local Leagues as set forth in Section 4 of this Article.  The treasurer shall be an ex-
officio member of the budget committee but shall not serve as chair. 

 
Section 4. Budget.  The state board shall send to all members of the LWVAK, through the LWVAK 
VOTER, a proposed budget for the next fiscal year at least five weeks prior to convention.  The state 
board shall submit the proposed budget for adoption at the LWVAK convention. 
 
Section 5. Distribution of Funds Upon Dissolution.  Upon dissolution, the funds of the LWVAK 
shall be paid to the LWVUS.  All liabilities shall be discharged prior to distribution of funds. 
 
Section 6. Audit Committee.  The state board shall arrange for an in-house audit or review of the 
books of account annually, or when there is a change in the position of treasurer, by an in-house 
committee appointed by the state board for this purpose.  The state board may arrange for an external 
audit by a certified public accountant at such times that the state board deems necessary or appropriate.  
The treasurer shall be a non-voting, ex-officio member of the in-house audit committee. 
 

ARTICLE X 
Regular and Special Conventions 

 
Section 1. Regular Convention: Method, Call, Place and Date.   
 

a. Method.  Regular conventions may be conducted in person or by video conference. 
b. Call.  There shall be two calls to convention. 

(1) First call to convention shall be sent at least three months prior to convention.  The 
secretary shall send, by email or other means if appropriate, a notice of first call to 
convention to all LWVAK board members, local League presidents, and member-at-large 
units, if any.  Local League presidents shall be responsible for notifying their respective 
members.  The call shall contain at least the items noted in the below sub-sections of this 
section. 
 
(a) Method by which the convention will be held (whether in person or video 

conference). 
(b) If the convention is in person, name of host League and city. 
(c) Date of convention. 
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(2) A second and final call to convention shall be sent to all members of the LWVAK 

through the LWVAK voter at least five weeks prior to the convention.  The call shall 
contain at least the items note in the below sub-sections of this section. 

 
(a) Method by which the convention will be held, (whether in person or by video 

conference); 
(b) host League and city, if method is to be in person; or name and location of 

conference site for each local League, if method is to be by video conference; 
(c) date of convention; 
(d) board recommended per-member-payment for upcoming fiscal year as required by 

Article IX, Section 2.a; 
(e) proposed budget as required by Article IX, Section 4; 
(f) nominating committee report as required by Article XI, Section 3; 
(g) propose program as required by Article XII, Section 3.b; and 
(h) proposed bylaws amendments, if any, as required by Article XV, Section 1.a. 

 
Section 2. Special Convention:  Purpose, Place, Date, Time, and Call.  A special convention of the 
LWVAK called for a specific purpose may be held at any time the state board deems necessary.  The call 
for a special convention shall be sent to the presidents of the local Leagues at least three weeks prior the 
convention date, giving the purpose of the convention, place, date, and time of the convention.  A special 
convention shall be conducted by either audio or video conference only. 
 
Section 3. Composition and Representation.  A regular or special convention shall consist of: 
  

a. Local Leagues.  Each local League shall be entitled to two delegates or alternates chosen by the 
respective Leagues.  Local Leagues having more than 50 voting members shall be entitled to one 
additional delegate for each additional 50 voting members or major fraction thereof (i.e., 76-125 
voting members would entitle a local League to three (3) delegates; 126-175 voting members 
would entitle a local League to four (4) delegates, etc.). 

 
b. Members-at-Large Units.  Each Member-at-Large unit shall be entitled to one delegate or 

alternate. 
 
       c. State Board.  Members of the state board. 
 
      d. Official Membership Count.  The most current number of paid voting members of each local 

League, as reported on the most recent member roster report submitted to LWVUS, with a 
copy to the treasurer of the LWVAK, shall constitute the official membership count for the 
purpose of determining the number of delegates to a regular or special convention.  If a local 
League fails to provide a copy of the current LWVUS member roster report to the LWVAK 
treasurer, the most recent report available shall be used. 

 
Section 4. Qualifications of Delegates and Voting.  Each delegate shall be a voting member enrolled 
in a recognized local League or be a state member-at-large of the LWVAK.  Each delegate representing a 
local  League shall be entitled to vote only if that League has met its per member payment 
responsibilities.  Each delegate shall be entitled to only one vote at a regular or special convention, even 
though the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities.  Absentee or proxy voting shall not be 
permitted.  The regular or special convention shall the sole judge of whether a delegate is qualified to 
vote. 
 
Section 5. Powers.  Powers of a regular or special convention are as follows: 
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a. Regular Convention.  A regular convention shall adopt a program; elect officers, directors and 
members of the nominating committee; adopt a budget; and transact such other business as may 
properly come before it. 

 
b. Special Convention.  A special convention shall transact the business for which it was called.  

Other items of business may be considered provided that the proposed item of business is first 
approved for consideration by two-thirds vote (2/3) of those present. 

 
Section. 6. Quorum.  Three-fifths (3/5) of the delegates representing three-fourths (3/4) of the local 
Leagues and a majority of the state board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of a 
regular or special convention.  (Amended 3/30/08, Convention 2008.) 
 
Section 7. Open Meetings.  All regular and special convention sessions shall be open to League 
members.  Members who are not official delegates shall have the privilege of the floor but may not vote. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
Nominations and Elections 

 
Section 1. Nominating Committee.  The nominating Committee shall consist of three members, one of 
whom shall be a member of and appointed by the state board.  The chair and one member, who shall not 
be a member of state board, shall be elected by the regular convention.  Vacancies shall be filled by 
appointment by the state board. 
 
Section 2. Suggestions for Nominations.  The chair of the nominating committee shall request 
suggestions for nominations and confirm nominees’ willingness to serve in sufficient time to formulate a 
list of nominees for offices to be filled.  Suggestions for nominations by local Leagues shall be sent to the 
chair of the nominating committee.  Any LWVAK member also may submit suggestions for nominations 
to the chair of the nominating committee. 
 
Section 3. Report of the Nominating Committee.  The report of the nominating committee of its 
nominations for officers, directors and nominating committee shall be sent to all members of the LWVAK 
through the LWVAK voter at least five weeks prior the convention.  The report of the nominating 
committee shall be presented to the convention.  Nominations may be made from the floor immediately 
thereafter provided the consent of the nominee has been obtained. 
 
Section 4. Election.  The election shall be by ballot, except when there is but one nominee for an office 
it may be by voice vote.  A majority vote shall constitute an election. 
 

ARTICLE XII 
Program 

 
Section 1. Principles.  The governmental principles adopted by the national convention and supported 
by the League as whole constitute the authorization for the adoption of program. 
 
Section 2. Program.  The program of the LWVAK shall consist of action to implement the Principles 
and those state governmental issues chosen for study and/or action by the convention. 
 
Section 3. Program Selection.  The program shall be selected at a regular convention using the 
following procedure: 
 

a. Local Leagues shall make recommendations for a program to the state board at least two 
months prior to the convention. 
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b. The state board shall consider the recommendations and shall formulate a proposed program 
which shall be sent to all members of the LWVAK through the LWVAK voter at least five weeks 
prior to the convention. 
 
c. The convention shall vote on each program item recommended by the state board prior to the 
convention and presented by it at the convention.  A majority vote is required for adoption of any 
such program item presented. 

 
d. Program items recommended by local Leagues prior to the convention, but not recommended 
by the state board, and changes to or new program items proposed by the state board or a local 
League at the convention may be considered and adopted by the convention, provided that they are 
(1) introduced for consideration by a two-thirds (2/3) vote at the first session of the convention, and 
(2) following affirmative consideration, voted on at a following session of the convention with a 
majority vote required for adoption. 

 
Section 4. Program Action.  Local Leagues may act on state program only when authorized to do so 
by the state board and in conformity with positions taken by the LWVAK.  Members may act in the name 
of the LWVAK only when authorized to do so by the state board. 
 

ARTICLE XIII 
National Convention and Council 

 
Section 1. National Convention.  The state board, at a meeting before the date on which names of 
delegates must be sent to the national office, shall elect delegates to that convention up to the number 
allowed the LWVAK under the provisions of the bylaws of the LWVUS. 
 
Section 2. National Council.  The state board, at a meeting before the date on which names of 
delegates must be sent to the national office, shall elect delegates to that council up to the number allowed 
the LWVAK under provisions of the bylaws of LWVUS. 
 

ARTICLE XIV 
Parliamentary Authority 

 
Section 1. Parliamentary Authority.  The rules contained in the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of 
Order Newly Revised shall govern the LWVAK in all cases to which they are applicable and in which 
they are not inconsistent with these bylaws or any special rules of order that the state board or convention 
of the LWVAK may adopt. 
 

ARTICLE XV 
Amendments and Failure to Meet Deadlines 

 
Section 1. Amendments.  These bylaws may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) vote at any regular or 
special convention as follows: 
 

a. Regular Convention.  Bylaws may be amended at any regular convention of the LWVAK 
provided that the proposed amendments (1) are submitted to the sate board by a local League 
board at least two months prior to convention, (2) have been submitted to the state board by a 
bylaws committee appointed by the state board, or (3) have been proposed by the state board.  
The state board shall send all such proposed amendments to all members of the LWVAK 
through the LWVAK voter at least five weeks prior to convention. 
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b. Special Convention.  Bylaws may be amended at a special convention of the LWVAK provided 
that (l) the proposed amendments are submitted to the state board by either a local League or a 
bylaws committee appointed by the state board in sufficient time for the state board to include 
them in the call of a special convention or (2) the amendments are proposed by the state board 
and included in the call of a special convention called in accordance with Article X, Section 2. 

 
c. Effective Date.  Amendments become effective at the adjournment of the regular or special 

convention at which they are adopted unless otherwise indicated in the proposed bylaw change. 
 
Section 2. Failure to Meet Deadlines.  No action taken by the state board or any convention shall be 
invalidated because of the failure to meet any of the deadlines set forth in these bylaws. 
 


