
                           League of Women Voters of Alaska Energy Position     
 
The League of Women Voters of Alaska (LWVAK) favors the wise use and development of a 
variety of energy sources to ensure a sustainable long-term cultural, environmental, and 
economic future for Alaska, and for all Alaskans. 
 
LWVAK  supports energy development and use that protects the health and safety of 
people and the environment, and which includes an open and inclusive permitting process.   
The precautionary principle should be applied when developing public policies and 
regulations, and when evaluating energy sources and projects for Alaska's unique 
communities and regions.   
 
Energy conservation and efficiency should be maximized through use of public education, 
energy research and the development of new energy technologies.  We support improving 
energy efficiency in existing homes, and commercial and public buildings through 
weatherization and other public and private incentive programs.   We support ongoing 
revision of State and local uniform building codes to increase energy efficiency standards 
for new construction.  
 
The League of Women Voters of Alaska  supports development and installation of 
renewable-source energy systems, such as solar, wind, tidal, hydro, and geothermal.  We 
encourage long-term public and private planning and investment that reduces the life cycle 
cost of energy systems. We give priority to community and State decisions that lead to the 
use of energy systems that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. We support increasing 
transportation fuel efficiency standards, and the development or expansion of energy 
efficient public transportation options.   We recognize the value of some smaller, community 
or regional energy projects, that may take less time and funding to develop and may also be 
less vulnerable to disasters. 

LWVAK supports delaying use or expansion of technologies for which there remain serious 
disparities between the promised  performance and the actual safety and environmental 
impact record.  We urge caution when there is potential for pervasive, profound, or long-
lived consequences or irreparable harm to water, air, or food (fish and agriculture).  

• We oppose development and use of nuclear energy until secure options exist for 
plant management, and toxic waste transport, processing and disposal.  

• Where other alternatives are reasonably available, we do not support the use of 
coal.   Where coal is used, ongoing monitoring of emissions and upgrading of 
technology should be carried out to reduce impacts on humans and the environment.  

• LWVAK will need evidence that surface and ground water quality will be unaffected, 
before supporting hydraulic fracturing for gas and oil recovery.   

• LWVAK  supports the development of clean technologies to use biomass as an energy 
source,  provided that the use of each biomass source has been proven by long-term 
studies to not degrade air quality or the environment.   

Updated March 2013 


